von Willebrand disease and cardiopulmonary bypass: a case report.
The anesthetic management of patients undergoing cardiac surgery on cardiopulmonary bypass can be challenging. Contact of blood with extracorporeal surfaces results in altered coagulational integrity and increased risk of bleeding. Patients with preexisting bleeding disorders are particularly vulnerable. In this article we discuss the anesthetic management of a patient with von Willebrand disease (vWD) undergoing mitral valve replacement on cardiopulmonary bypass. vWD describes a number of different von Willebrand factor disorders, associated with variable degrees of bleeding, which require an individualized approach. The extent of the surgery, the patient-specific vWD coagulopathy, and clinical indicators guided our therapy, which included desmopressin, cryoprecipitate, and vWF/Factor VIII concentrate.